The Nation
majority in making their decision! Thus we should
have decision without dictatorship and a national
policy whose advantages, being shared equally with
the opponents of that policy within the nation,
are truly national. We should have mobilized the
generosity and willingness to help among ordinary
men and women.
In addition to the problem of the force to be used,
there is the problem of the method by which it may
be made effectual. What institutional changes would
be required to render the new sense of co-operation
for a common good within a nation capable of
improving the situation? How ought public policy to
be carried out?
Defects in the Democratic Tradition
The chief defects of the traditional policy in the
democratic tradition are two: first, the scale on which
policy is conceived is inadequate, and secondly, there
is not enough common enthusiasm for the end
proposed in peace-time by any Government to give
success to an adequately radical or constructive policy.
In the first place, the tradition survives that policy is
the result of different pressures or influences working
inside or outside the Representative Assembly upon
the Government of the day. In practice this involves
a continual adjustment or addition of items of policy
to the programme of the Government, not in con-
sideration of public need but owing to some lucky
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